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Statement by Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 

on Notifications of Local  Agencies After Mill Valley Sewage Spill 
 

The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services today released the following statement clarifying its role in 
notifying local agencies regarding hazardous materials spills, including Thursday night’s sewage spill in 

Marin County. 
 
"Providing information to the public and the media after hazardous material spills and other 
emergencies is primarily the responsibility of local government.  To assist local government with this 
responsibility, OES' California State Warning Center follows strict regulatory guidelines and standard 
operating procedures to ensure all-hazard warnings and other emergency notifications are provided 
timely to first responder agencies and emergency managers at the county, state, and federal (tribal) 
levels statewide. 
 
The Mill Valley Sewage Spill was handled accordingly:  
 
The OES California State Warning Center in Sacramento was first advised of the spill by the 
Sewerage Agency of Southern Marin at 11:16 p.m. on Thursday.  
 
Following procedures, Warning Center staff notified the Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs) for 
Marin, San Francisco and Sonoma counties, as well as the Department of Fish and Game’s Office of 
Spill Prevention and Response and the California Department of Parks and Recreation by 11:46 p.m.  
 
By 11:58 p.m. Thursday, the California Department of Public Health, the state Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, the U.S.  Environmental Protection Agency, the US Fish and Wildlife and the U.S. 
Coast Guard, and the environmental health and public health departments for Marin County were 
also notified. 
 
On Friday morning, OES Director Henry Renteria made personal calls to local elected officials in the 
affected spill areas, and Warning Center staff made courtesy notifications to the health and 
environmental health departments for Alameda, Contra Costa and Solano counties. Follow-up calls to 
the health and environmental health departments for San Francisco and Sonoma counties were also 
made to confirm that they had been briefed by Public Safety Answering Points. 
 
To assist with multi county  coordination, on Friday OES dispatched a Department of Fish and Game 
field  coordinator and PIO, coordinated two  conference calls with local emergency managers and 
representatives of state  agencies, coordinated with California Department of Public Health and 
shared situational status reports with entities  involved.” 
 
OES continues to monitor the situation in support of local government. 


